

July 30, 2004

Dear prayer partners,

The Lord has again heard our prayers and more souls have been saved.  In May we asked for prayer for the salvation of Cladimir and Douglas.  Both of them have made professions of faith since then.  What a blessing!  Within four months this whole family of four turned their lives over to Christ.

Other very encouraging news is that we recently baptized two youth, Maycom and Ezekiel.  We’ve also had several first time visitors over the past two months.  Several of those visits were made in the monthly ladies’ meeting.  In fact, last month Neila had a record attendance of sixteen present at the meeting.  Our eleven member choir sang its first special, “Victory in Jesus,” blessing the hearts of the congregation.

The construction of our building is currently on hold.  We are paying off some debt and waiting on the Lord for the funds to be able to complete the project.  We have received special offerings from several churches, and of those, three offerings were from VBS kids!  We thank all you that have given toward this need.  You have blessed our hearts greatly, and we know the Lord will reward you abundantly.

The congregation here is doing what they can to help with the construction too.  The Lord has blessed in the offerings over the past few months, and some of the funds are able to pay for a part of the work that needs to be done.  This is really encouraging to all of us here.  Please continue to pray with us that we are able to pretty much complete the project by the end of this year.  We hope to inaugurate the building soon, as we already are making furlough plans for early summer 2005.

Speaking of funds, please be in prayer for our finances.  We recently received news that our health insurance is increasing by about $80.00/month.  Over a three year span, the insurance has increased by about 45%, eating up a good portion of our work fund for the work here in Caxias. This means that we’ll have to raise more new support than planned on our next furlough.  Please pray that our mission board is able to find a cheaper group rate for stateside and overseas missionaries.  

Thank you again for the special offerings and the extra prayers for our family and ministry.  You are in our prayers.  May God’s grace be with you all.
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