


May 12, 2004

Dear fellow laborers in Christ,

The work here in Caxias is exciting.  Souls are getting saved, disciples are growing in the Lord, and construction of our new building is well under way.  Neila and I are running a bit exhausted these days, but our Lord is our help.  We’re happy and have no complaints.
Between the beginning of March and the end of April, we saw six professions of faith.  Two of the converts are adults, two are youth, and two are children.  In our last prayer letter, we asked for prayer for the salvation of Cladimir and his family.  The Lord began answering that prayer before the letter got to the States.  His wife Rosane and his son Kelvin both made professions of faith in March.  Jonathan, a youth whom we’ve been praying for for some time now, received Christ as Savior also in March.  We’re still praying for Cladimir and his oldest son Douglas.  In April, Flavio, one of our adult member’s dad, received Christ as his savior, as well as two children, Robson and William.  Praise the Lord.

Our monthly averages in April showed a slight increase from March.  We’ve been averaging 41 on Sunday nights, and 36 in our mid week service.  John has begun a monthly men’s meeting for fifteen year olds and up, and has had as many as eight attend, with the majority being married men.  We have also noted good spiritual growth and maturity in several of our members through the trials they face.
The construction of the building is going extremely fast.  The contractor has put as many as ten men on the project at a time, and within three weeks we’ve seen a bare foundation be covered with a complete brick and concrete structure waiting for its trusses, windows and doors.  Our goal for completing the project is September.  We have already tentatively marked October for the inaugaration of the building.  The newly formed church choir is beginning to practice the music for the special services.
We are facing, however, a possible problem.  With the current financial situation for the construction, we are short of funds.  It is not because of a gross miscalculation, however.  When we applied for the consortium loan in 2002, we were locked in on the amount which at that time was enough for construction.  A year and a half later, because of the increase in our numbers, we were forced to re-evaluate the original blueprints.  We ended up increasing the size of the auditorium by about 40%, which also increased the construction costs.  We also ran into unexpected expenses with the foundation.  Inflation, taxes, and changes in building codes are leaving their marks.  With all the now known expenses, we are going to be about $7,500 short of finishing the building, sidewalk, parking lot, children’s play area, security wall and fencing (the church is on a busy main road).  Please be in prayer with us for the construction funds.  We know the Lord will supply for His work, and are excited to see how He’s going to use His people to supply the need.
Your prayers for the congregation and construction are greatly apreciated.
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