

February 22, 2005

Dear Pastor and prayer partners,

Summer here in southern Brazil has been marred by the worse drought in decades.  In thirty years our neighbor has never seen the pastures dry up as they have.  Praise the Lord we haven’t, however, been in a “spiritual” drought.  Just since the first of the year we have had several showers of blessings!

· The blessings began with the church construction.  In January all the ceramic tile flooring was laid, the wooden entrance doors were installed, and the window glass began to be installed.  The Lord gave us a good deal on the prices, especially with the glass.  We got a 75% discount on ¼ inch green tint glass!  The nearby Adventist church approved the quote and ordered the glass, but it was our building that was mistakenly measured.  The mistake was discovered only after a good portion of the glass was cut.  The owner of the glass company gave us the discount to take the glass off his hands.  With the construction completed to its current point, we are now able to use the new auditorium though there are several things that still need to be done.

· The last Saturday of January we baptized three children, two youth, and two adults.  Part of the group was a family of four.

· The 2nd to the 6th of February we held our first annual Faith Promise Missions Conference.  The results have been outstanding.  The Faith Promise goal has been exceeded, and four surrendered to full time ministry: Douglas (17), Vera (a single mom), and one married couple, Rafael and Flavia.  With the Lord’s guidance, we have decided to start our Bible Institute in the church in March.  We really didn’t want to begin it before our furlough starts in June, but we know it’s God’s will.  Bro. Dave Cato is ready to pick up where I leave off when he and his family arrive to care for our ministry in our absence.

·  Just over the past ten days we’ve seen two make professions of faith. One of our youth, Leonardo (12) received Christ as his Savior in our van on his way home after church.  Then Cida, a single mom who’s visited the services several times, made a profession of faith as she finished up her first book of the Source of Light Bible Correspondence courses our church offers.

After looking back over the past eight weeks, we don’t know how the new year could have started off better!  Thank you all for your prayers on behalf of our ministry and family.  We know you all have a major part in our recent victories.  Please continue praying.  We have several needs:

With the church building, we need the funds to have the ceiling installed before winter sets in so the wind doesn’t pass through, and our people don’t get too cold.  We also need funds to get a security wall in around the property.

Please pray that we get a good start on the Bible Institute courses in March.

John is scheduling meetings already for furlough, and needs a full schedule with several opportunities to raise new support.  We need at least a 15% increase in our support level.

We praise the Lord all of our prayer warriors and financial supporters.  Thank you all.

In His service,

John Yelle and family
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